
 

 

 

  



 

  





From: Ann Marie Coviello [amcoviello@ridgewoodprep.com] 

Sent: Thursday, January 06, 2011 11:54 AM 

To: Ramsey Green (RSD); Paul Vallas 

Subject: FW: Fisk Howard site for Morris Jeff Community School 

  

This note is in response to the proposal that Morris Jeff Community School move to the former Fisk-

Howard site as the place of their rebuild. 

 From the vantage point of 20 years of educational experience in the New Orleans area and the mother of 

two sons raised in the Historic 7
th
 Ward, I predict that Morris Jeff will come to be a beacon of educational 

excellence and inclusiveness in years to come.  I have been so proud of the incredible start-up of Morris 

Jeff.  Their dedication to open admissions and to diversity is truly inspiring, a model for primary school 

education that all schools would do well to emulate. 

 As a long-time residence of Mid-City and a former English teacher at Warren Easton High School, I have 

a deep interest in the neighborhood they propose to build in.  They are poised to be the “Lusher” of Mid-

City, but they will far surpass Lusher, because of their commitment to social justice and educational 

equity.  They will become an anchor in Mid-City, just as Mr. Vallas built magnet schools in troubled 

neighborhoods in Chicago and saw the resulting stability that the good schools created in housing and 

services.  

 Their request should be honored with all due speed.  Forcing Morris Jeff to move from their current site at 

Poydras St to the Marshall site and then to some as yet determined site will cause untold stress on their 

dedicated parents and staff.  It will seriously undermine the momentum they have developed.  Young 

children, such as those served by Morris Jeff, do not do well with change, and multiple changes will 

unduly confuse and disorient them.  Let’s make a good decision now to honor their request for the Fisk-

Howard site, keep them at their Poydras site until their building is complete if at all possible, and give 

them the great building they deserve post haste. 

 Sincerely, 

Ann Marie Coviello 

1611 N. Rocheblave 

New Orleans, LA  

504-669-8022 

 


