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A. GENERAL 
 

1. This section addresses playgrounds for Grades K-5. 
 
2. Provide 50-75 square feet of play area per student.  This area 

includes both hard surfaces and soft surfaces 
 
B. SEPARATION OF PLAY AREAS 
 

1. Provide playground areas to allow for difference in age, ability, 
and varying interests. 

 
2. Follow applicable safety guidelines for different age groups. 

 
3. Pre-kindergarten to grade 1 play area.  See Figure B-1. 

 
a. Provide play activities that include rocking, swinging, 

balancing, climbing, and sliding.  
 

b. Locate equipment with moving parts, such as swings, at 
the perimeter of the play area. Use fence or planting 
beds to prevent children from inadvertently stepping into 
path of moving equipment. 

 

Example of Pre-kindergarten to Grade 1 Play Area
                                  Figure B-1 
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B. SEPARATION OF PLAY AREAS (cont.) 
 

4. Primary Play Area (See Figure B-2) 
 

a. Design for grades 2 and 3. 
 

b. Provide play activities that include rocking, swinging, 
balancing, climbing, and sliding. 

 
c. Provide upper-body strengthening devices such as a 

parallel bar and overhead ladder play equipment. 
 

d. Provide half-court basketball and dropshot/funnel ball. 
 

e. Provide a grouping of tables and benches for use as an 
outdoor classroom setting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Example of Primary Play Area
for grades 2 and 3 

             Figure B-2 
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B. SEPARATION OF PLAY AREAS (cont.) 
 

5. Intermediate Play Area (See Figure B-3) 
 

a. Design for grades 4 and 5. 
 

b. Intermediate play area may be combined with primary 
play area. 

 
c. Provide fitness structures and competitive equipment. 

 
d. Provide 1 or 2 full basketball courts (50 feet by 84 feet) 

or 2 half courts (50 feet by 42 feet). 
 

e. Provide for groupings of benches and tables for social 
or passive play.  This area can also serve as an outdoor 
classroom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example of Intermediate Play Area
                   Figure B-3 
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C. HARD SURFACE PLAY AREA 
 

1. Provide paved area for full- or half-court basketball.  Locate on 
bus pavement where possible. 

 
2. Painted games could include four square, hopscotch, tetherball, 

kickball, dodgeball, games played in a large circle, a tot track 
with sequenced shapes or perimeter line for running relays or 
laps. 

 
3. Educational features could include a USA or world map, 

counting line, compass, and clock. 
 
D. SOFT SURFACE PLAY AREA 
 

1. Surfacing is to be a nonsplintering surface where children may 
be crawling.  Avoid using black surfacing. 

 
2. Provide edging to keep loose fill soft surface within bounds of 

the play area.  Depress loose fill soft surface material below 
edging. Provide under drain system and geotextile below loose 
fill soft surface. 

 
3. Increase the depth of soft surface material in areas of high use 

such as the base of swings and slides. 
 

4. Provide play structures. 
 
E. ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS 
 

1. Provide ramps and/or transfer points on composite play 
structures for access to play components on elevated decks. 
Meet the Americans with Disabilities Act guidelines for 
percentage of components that are to be accessible by ramp 
and by transfer deck.  See Figure E-1. 

 
2. Provide table and benches along accessible route. 

 
3. Provide future upper-body strengthening devices as appropriate 

for age group and amount of supervision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Typical Ramp and Transfer Deck 
                Figure E-1 
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A. GENERAL 
 

1. Locate fence in curb in high maintenance areas. 
 
2.  Top and bottom of chain-link fencing selvage shall be knuckled. No 

barbed or razor wire is permitted. 
 
 
B. SITE PERIMETER FENCE 
 

1. Provide fencing at the portion of the site where adjacent to open 
water, busy street, railroad tracks, and where other safety hazards 
occur. 

 
2. Utilize decorative fence or vinyl-coated chain-link in lieu of standard 

chain-link fencing where necessary to harmonize with neighborhood 
aesthetics.  

 
3. Use opaque fencing where required by function, zoning, or 

screening conditions. 
 

 
C. FENCE INTERIOR TO THE SITE 
 

1. Provide fence to enclose mechanical yards, equipment, 
trash/service areas, and where other safety hazards occur. 

 
2. Use opaque fencing around trash and service areas, and at other 

areas that should be screened. 
 

 
D. PLAYGROUND FENCING 
 

1. Provide fencing around playground perimeter where there is a 
potential for children to run out into parking areas, adjacent 
streets, and/or other hazardous conditions. 

 
2. Provide a minimum of 4-foot high fencing for pre-kindergarten 

and grade 1 play areas. 
 

3. Provide fencing around perimeter of basketball courts for ball 
control. 

 
4. No barbed or razor wire is permitted 

 
E. PHYSICAL EDUCATION FIELDS 
 

1. Plan for perimeter fencing of tennis courts, track, and 
baseball/softball fields . 
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A. SECURITY LIGHTING 
 

1. Provide a 10-footcandle-illumination level at main building 
entrances. 

 
2. Provide a 5-footcandle-illumination level at all entrances except 

main entrance. 
 

3. Light fixtures shall be wall-mounted, HID (High Intensity 
Discharge) type located directly over doors or recessed in 
overhangs or soffits located directly over doors. Fixtures shall 
be designed for exterior use, shall be vandal resistant, and shall 
be easy to service. 

 
B. DRIVES & PARKING AREAS 
 

1. Provide an illumination level of 0.5 footcandles at entrance/exit 
drives. 

 
2. Provide an illumination level of 1.0 footcandles within parking 

areas and bus drop-off/pick-up areas. 
 

3. Lighting shall be HID type located on poles with a concrete base 
only if mounting on building is not feasible.   

 
C. CIRCULATION & PEDESTRIAN AREAS 
 

1. Provide an illumination level of 0.5 footcandles at pedestrian 
routes from parking areas and bus drop-off/pick-up areas to 
building entrances. 

 
2. Lighting of pedestrian routes shall be of HID type.  Fixture shall 

be bollard type or pole-mounted type. 
 
D. BUILDING IDENTIFICATION 
 

1. Provide an illumination level of 10 footcandles to building 
identification signage located on the building or to identification 
sign located on site. 

 
 
E. CONTROLS 
 

1. Lighting shall be controlled by photoelectric cells and time 
clocks.  The Site Design Professional shall have discussions 
with the school district to determine light fixture switching and 
time clock programming. 
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A. SURFACE   
 

1. Provide 3-inch deep stone over woven geotextile and 
underdrain tubing between equipment pads in 
mechanical/electrical yard areas. 

 
B. PERIMETER 
 

1. Provide curb or edging separation between stone and adjacent 
lawn or pavement areas. 

 
2. Provide fence around perimeter of mechanical/electrical yards. 
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1) LAWNS  
 

1. Seed or sod all disturbed areas of the site. Do not exceed 3:1 slope on 
lawn areas where mowing is required 

 
2. Sod may be utilized in close proximity to primary building entrance and 

in flow line of storm drainage swales. 
 

3. A fiber mulch seeding and mulching operation may be used when 
necessary to establish a quick catch for erosion prevention or sediment 
control. Avoid use of wood-based mulch where it may provide a termite 
pathway into the building. 
 

 
2) EROSION CONTROL 

 
1. On slopes greater than 3:1 provide slope-controlled vegetation  to retard 

erosion. 
 

2. Prior to seeding, provide erosion control fabric in disturbed areas where 
slope is 4:1 or greater. 

 
 

 
3) PERIMETER STREET FRONTAGE 
 

1. All trees to be planted between the street curb and the perimeter 
sidewalks require approval by the City Parkway and Park Commission. 
 

2. Avoid overhead and underground utilities at mature growth. 
 
 

 
4) WIND AND VISUAL SCREEN   

  
1. Provide visual screen of service areas, dumpsters, and adjacent 

properties that may be incompatible with school use. 
 
 

 
5) MAIN BUILDING ENTRIES   

 
1. Provide low maintenance shrubs and flowering trees to emphasize main 

building entries. 
 

 
 

6) TREES AND PLANTINGS 
1. Utilize the expertise of a landscape architect and an arborist or 

horticulturalist specifically experienced in New Orleans landscaping 
when evaluating existing conditions and planning new plantings. 

 
2. Trees, shrubs and other plantings should be chosen for their 

appropriateness to be in areas frequented by children and for their 
contribution to the school’s educational program. 
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3. Educational benefits desired from trees and plantings include the 
following: 

a. Cognitive, affective, and psychomotor activities 
b. Formal and informal learning 
c. Outdoor biology laboratory experiences, including gardening 
d. Habits for birds, reptiles, insects, amphibians, etc. 
e. Inspiration for art, vocabulary, reading and writing 
f. Shade for group academic and social interaction 
g. Sources for observing, categorizing, collecting, etc. 
h. Sources for tactile and visual stimulation 
i. Aesthetic appreciation 
j. Positive feelings about the school 
k. Places for relaxation and reflection 
l. Opportunities for parent and community involvement 

 
4. Other benefits desired from trees and plantings at schools include the 

following: 
a. Reduction of  air-conditioning load on buildings 
b. Natural breezes on campus 
c. Improved ambient air quality 
d. Reduction of heat on paved surfaces in heavy sunlight 
e. Tempering of impact of noisy activities off-campus 
f. Minimizing potential storm damage 
g. Obscured views of dumpsters and other unsightly features 
h. Compliance with municipal landscaping ordinances and plans 
i. Better drainage and reduced soil erosion 
j. Achievement of LEED points 
 

5. Trees and plantings should be chosen for their adaptation to Orleans 
Parish with topography, soil and urban environmental conditions unlike 
those in other areas of the region. 

 
6. The Orleans Parish Cooperative Extension Service, a joint project of the 

Southern University Agricultural Center and the LSU Ag Center, has 
been a valuable resource for horticultural information for local schools. 
Its temporary post-Katrina office is 

LSU Ag Center –  
Orleans 6640 Riverside Drive – Suite 200 
Metairie, LA 70003 
Phone (504) 838-1170 
Email   orleans@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Web     www.lsuagcenter.com 
 

7. Several resources to assist with the selection of plantings are available 
free or at nominal cost from the LSU Ag Center or its website, including: 

a. Tree Ratings for the New Orleans Area (rev. 1999) 
b. Shrub Ratings for the New Orleans Area (rev. 1996) 
c. Trees and Shrubs for Places and Purposes by Allen D. Owings 
d. Native Tree Growing Guide for Louisiana: The Selection, 

Planting and Care of Urban Trees (2005), Publ. 2926 
e. Crape Myrtles for Louisiana Landscapes (2007), Publ. 1466 
f. Make Wise Tree Removal Decisions before a Hurricane by 
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Hallie Dozier and Steven Wright, web posting 4/13/2007 
g. Ground Covers and Vines for Louisiana (1/1999), Publ. 2641 
 

8. A good local reference book for trees, shrubs, vines, groundcovers, 
perennial flowers and other plantings in local landscapes is Louisiana 
Gardener’s Guide, Revised Edition, by Dan Gill and Joe White, 
published in 2002 by Cool Springs Press. It is available in local 
bookstores and home and garden centers. 

 
9. When choosing trees, shrubs and other plantings for local schools,  

a. Choose plants rated high by the LSU Ag Center publications 
and/or other local horticulturalists and avoid those rated low. 

b. Avoid plants with undesirable characteristics for schools. 
c. Select desirable native species, augmented by appropriate non-

native species that are well-established locally. 
d. Consider a plant’s eventual mature size (height and spread) 

when selecting a planting location and spacing. 
e. Consider a tree’s ability to resist tropical storm damage when 

selecting species and when selecting planting distances from 
buildings. 

f. Choose landscape design and planting species to achieve 
multiple, various educational, aesthetic and other goals.   

g. Do not place thick ground covers in a way that students or 
others can use them to hide contraband.  

h. Avoid creating screens that hide students or trespassers. 
i. Choose both evergreen and deciduous trees for variety. 
j. Plant all trees and shrubs properly and during recommended 

months. 
k. Make sure that trees have adequate rooting space. 
l. Consider maintenance demands the species puts on schools 

(pruning, fertilizing, insects, diseases, fallen leaves, etc.). 
m. Choose appropriate species for the site specific soil and 

drainage conditions. 
n. Choose disease-resistant cultivars and varieties that have more 

desirable characteristics and fewer undesirable traits locally.  
 
 

10. Trees and other plantings that might be appropriate for street medians, 
large open parks, office parks, homes, etc., are not necessarily 
appropriate for local urban schools. Plants with the following 
characteristics are not good choices for New Orleans schools and 
should be avoided (examples are not all inclusive): 

a. Short-lived locally (e.g., Lombardy Poplar, Ornamental Peach) 
b. Poisonous parts (e.g., Oleander, Mountain Laurel, Red 

Buckeye, Yellow or Carolina Jessamine) 
c. Disease-prone (e.g., Mimosa) 
d. Thorns or spiny leaves (e.g., Pyracantha, Yucca, Crabapple) 
e. Brittle wood (e.g., Silver Maple, Black Willow, Golden Rain) 
f. Harbors rats (e.g., Banana, Pampas Grass) 
g. Harbors “stinging” caterpillars (e.g., Live Oak) 
h. Not cold hardy (e.g., Camphor, Chinese Fan Palm) 
i. Usually not tolerant of local soils or drainage (e.g., Chinese 
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Magnolia, Crabapple, Flowering Dogwood, Tulip Poplar) 
j. Invasive species (e.g., Chinese Tallow) 
k. Hard to maintain (e.g., Palms) 
l. Messy or trashy (e.g., Sycamore, Mimosa)  
 

11. The following characteristics are encouraged for selection of trees and 
plantings on local schools: 

a. Use deciduous trees on the south and the west sides of 
buildings. 

b. Use evergreen trees on the north side of buildings. 
c. Use evergreen trees and shrubs where visual or noise 

screening is desired. 
d. November through February are usually the best months for 

planting trees and shrubs in New Orleans. 
e. Select some plants that attract hummingbirds and other birds, 

butterflies, and other desirable wildlife. 
f. Use some deciduous trees to provide fall and winter color. 
 

12. Vines should not grow on buildings. This compromises building 
waterproofing and provides entryway for termites. 

 
13. Specify that contractors are to call “Louisiana One Call” at 1-800-272-

3020 several days before scheduled digging in order to have 
underground utilities and facilities marked. 
 

14. Include within the initial construction and landscaping contract a one-
year service and replacement contract under the supervision of a 
licensed arborist or horticulturalist. The service contract should include 
pruning, fertilizing, mulching, dead plant replacement, disease and 
insect prevention, and an orientation for school staff on the care and 
maintenance of the plantings, as well as one-year stake removal. 

 
15. When selecting flowering perennials, perennial ferns, vines, and ground 

covers, consider the recommendations of local horticultural experts as 
to species, uses, and site conditions and assess potential choices in 
light of design intent and the desirable and undesirable characteristics 
outlined above. Pay particular attention to thorns, poisonous parts, and 
other potential hazards for children.  

 
16. When selecting shrubs, consider the light requirements and soil 

preferences of the species, in addition to other appropriate factors. 
 

 
17. When selecting trees and shrubs, consider the following lists of species 

which have generally proven satisfactory locally at many sites. 
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Trees to Consider for New Orleans School Campuses               (rev. 5/2008) 
(Use depends on site- specific applications, site size and planting locations) 
 

 
Common Name 

 
Botanical Name 

 
Type 

Mature 
Height 

Mature 
Spread 

Wind 
Strength 

 
Comments 

Ash, Green Fraxinus 
pennsylvanica 

Deci 60’ 50’ Med-
Low 

C / WL 

Beech, Blue Carpinus caroliniana Deci 30’ 25’ OK C / WL 

Cedar, Eastern 
Red 

Juniperus virginiana Ever 50’ 20’ Med WL 

Cypress, Bald Taxodium distichum Deci 100’ 50’ High C / Knees / WL 

Fringe, White Chionanthus 
virginicus 

Deci 20’ 15’ Med-Hi C / M&F / WL 

Ginko Ginko biloba Deci 75’ 30’ Good M grafted 

Holly, Dahoon Ilex cassine Ever 20’ 10’ High C / M&F / WL 

Holly, Foster’s Ilex attentuata cv ‘Fosteri’   Ever 20’ 10’ Good C / M&F / WL 

Holly, Savannah Ilex attentuata cv 
‘Savannah’   

Ever 40’  10’ Good C / M&F / WL 

Magnolia, 
Japanese 

Magnolia x 
soulangiana 

Deci 25’ 20’ Med-Hi C / D / SW 

Magnolia, 
Southern 

Magnolia grandiflora Ever 75’ 50’ High C / D / SW / WL 

Magnolia, Star Magnolia stellata Deci 20’ 15’ OK C / D / SW 

Magnolia, Sweetbay Magnolia virginiana Ever 60’ 40’ Med-Hi C / D / SW / WL 

Maple, Swamp 
Red 

Acer rubrum var 
drummondii  

Deci 50’ 35’ Med-
Low 

C / WL 

Myrtle, Crape Lagerstroemia indica Deci 25’ 15’ High C 

Oak, Nuttall Quercus nuttallii Deci 80’ 40’ Good C / WL 

Oak, Overcup Quercus lyrata Deci 100’ 40’ Good WL 

Oak, White Quercus alba Deci 80’ 80’ Med-Hi C / WL 

Oak, Willow Quercus phellos Deci 80’ 50’ Med-
Low 

C / WL 

Pine, Spruce Pinus glabra Ever 50’ 30’ Low WL 

Pistache, Chinese Pistacia chinensis Deci 50’ 30’ OK C 

Silverbell, Two-
winged 

Halesia dipteral Deci 30’ 25’ OK C / D / WL 

Vitex Vitex angus – castrus Deci 15’ 12’ OK C 

 
Note: Mature Heights and Spreads are estimated based on literature and can vary by specimen and site. 
 
Codes for Comments: M = use male plants only because female specimens are messy 
       M&F = use both male and female plants to get berries 
       D = use only in well-drained areas 
       SW = do not use where area susceptible to salt-water flooding 
       WL = attracts desirable birds and wildlife 
       C = good for seasonal color with flowers, berries,  and/or foliage 
Codes for Type:  Ever = Evergreen Deci = Deciduous 
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Shrubs to Consider for New Orleans School Campuses                      (rev. 5/2008) 
(Use depends on site- specific applications, site size and planting locations) 

 
Common Name 

 
Botanical Name 

 
Type 

Mature 
Height 

Mature 
Spread 

 
Comments 

Abelia, Glossy Abelia X grandiflora Semi 6’ 6’ C / D / Some dwarf 
cultivars 

Althea / Rose of 
Sharon 

Hibiscus syriacus Deci 10’ 4-10’ C / D 

American 
Beautyberry 

Callicarpa americana Deci 8’ 6’ C / D / WL / Lives 12 or so 
yrs 

Azalea, Florida 
Flame 

Rhododendron 
austrinum 

Deci 10’ 8’ C / D / WL 

Azalea, Indian Rhododendron 
indicum 

Deci 8’ 8’ C / D / WL 

Azalea, Sweet Rhododendron 
canescens 

Deci 10’ 10’ C / D / WL 

Bay, Sweet or 
Laurel 

Laurus nobilis Ever 20’ 15’ C / D 

Camellia Camellia japonica  Ever 12’ 10’ C / D / Check cultivars 
Cleyera Ternstroemia gymnanthera Ever 10’ 6’ C / D 

Deutzia, Slender Deutzia gracilis Deci 5’ 5’ C / D / Some dwarf 
cultivars 

Gardenia Gardenia jasminoides Ever 6’ 8’ C / D 

Hydrangea, 
Garden 

Hydrangea 
macrophylla 

Deci 5’ 4’ C / D 

Hydrangea, Wild Hydrangea 
arborescens 

Deci 4’ 6’ C / D / WL 

Mahonia, Chinese Mahonia fortune Ever 4’ 4’ C 
Myrtle, Draft 
Crape 

Lagerstroemia indica 
“Nana” 

Deci 4-6’ 4-6’ C 

Nandina Nandina domestica Ever 6’ 4’ C / WL / Dwarf var. 
available 

Olive, Sweet Osmanthus fragrans Ever 20’ 8’ D 
Orange, Mock Philadelphus 

coronarius 
Deci 10’ 6’ C 

Pepper, Sweet Clethera alnifolia Deci 6’ 5’ C / WL 
Photinia, Red Top Photinia X. fraseri Ever 18’ 12’ C 
Pittosporum Pittosporum tobira Ever 12’ 15’ C / D 
Sasanqua Camellia sasanqua Ever 10’ 8’ C / Dwarf variety 

available 
Spicebush Lindera benzoin Deci 10’ 10’ C / D 
Sumac, Shining Rhus copallina Deci 12’ 15’ C / D / WL 
Viburnum (Wax 
Leaf) 

Viburnum japonicum Ever 12’ 8’ C / D / WL 

Viburnum, 
Blackhaw 

Viburnum prunifolium Deci 15’ 10’ C / D / WL 
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Viburnum, Sweet Viburnum 
odoratissimum 

Ever 25’ 20’ C 

Willow, Virginia Itea virginica Semi 6’ 4’ C / WL / AKA “Sweetspire” 

Yaupon, Dwarf Ilex vomitoria “Nana” Ever 4-6’ 8’ Use dwarf varieties only 
 
Note: Mature Heights and Spreads are estimated based on literature and can vary by specimen and site. 
 
Codes for Comments: M&F = use both male and female plants to get berries 
   D = use only in well-drained areas 
   WL = attracts desirable birds and wildlife 
   C = good for seasonal color with flowers, berries,  and/or foliage 
 
Codes for Type:  Ever = Evergreen Semi= Semievergreen  Deci = Deciduous 
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A. TREE GRATES  
 

1. Provide tree grates where trees will be planted within pedestrian 
routes.  Openings in grates should meet Americans with 
Disabilities Act guidelines.  See Figure B-1. 

 
 
B. FURNISHINGS (See Figure B-1) 
 

1. Provide benches and enclosed trash receptacles along walks to 
main building entrances. 

 
2. Provide tables, benches, and enclosed trash receptacles in     

playground areas. 
 

3. Discuss site furnishings design with Orleans Parish School 
Board and Recovery School District to determine which pieces 
should be permanently fixed and which should be moveable. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Main Entry with Site Furnishings
                 Figure B-1 
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A. EXTERIOR PROTECTION  
 

1. Provide an exterior perimeter defense system consisting of site 
fencing, surveillance cameras, and an exterior door access 
control system. 

 
B. FENCING 
 

1. Provide fence around selected portions of the site with gates to 
control main vehicular and pedestrian arteries. Do not use 
barbed or razor wire. 

 
C. EXTERIOR DOORS 
 

1. Provide a minimum number of exterior doors to be equipped 
with access control devices.  The system will be on a 
programmed schedule that automatically unlocks and locks the 
doors at prearranged times.   
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